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acpThe editor having been absent from home for 
several days, respectfully offers that circumstance 
as an excuse for apparent inattention to any private 
communications, as well as for the omission to no- 
tice or insert several things that would, otherwise, 
bave appeared in this sheet. 





(cpit will be seen by the congressional proceed- 
ings, that, on Wednesday last, after a most arduous 
and ardent session of about ten hours, the house of 
representatives, in committee of the whole, refus- 
ed to strike out the first section of the bill for the 
further encouragement of domestic manufactures. 
For striking out 51, against it 77. This is thought 
by some to shew about the real majority of the 
house who are disposed to enact a bill of this sort. 

Since the Missouri question, no matter has been 
so warmly debated as the principle of this bill—con- 
cerning Which, (having heard a considerable part 
thereof), we shall probably offer some extensive 
remarks at a future day. The majority, at last, pre- 
vailed to establish the principle; still the fate of the 
bill is uncertain, on account of discussions that may 
possibly arise on its details. It is believed that the 
senate is favorable to the bill—and that, if they 
can get it in season from the house of representa- 
tives, it may become a law at the present session. 





INTERESTING LETTERS. We have the pleasure to 
present three interesting letters from the three 
surviving ex presidents of the United States, on 
the subject of education, to which is added another 
froma citizen of Maine to the editor of the Re- 
cisten. ‘The last beimg practical, cannot be regard- 
ed as less important to the matter than either of 
the others. 

Navy nospirat Fund. We have the usual annual 
report of the state of this fund. The balance at 
present due, and to be applied to the objects for 
which the fund was instituted, is $149,742 10. 





Forntrricatioxs. A report of the chief engi- 
neer details the amount, quantity and cost of the 
work which has been done during the past year, on 
forts Delaware, Washington, Monroe, Calhoun, and 
at the Rigolets. 

The sum expended on each was as follows: 


Fort Delaware . , . :, 425,050 06 
Washington . ; . . 27,029 45 
Monroe. ° ° 68,521 49 


Calhoun, unexpended bal. 7,183 2: 
of last year’s appro, 43,989 65- 51,172 89 
At the Rigolets ° ° ° ° 45,713 92 
These amounts are made up to the 50th Nov. 
1822. In respect to every work, there was a bal- 
ance of the appropriation remaining unexpended, 
This is exactly as it should be—the emergency 
should be great, or the necessity imperious, when 
the amount of an appropriation is exceeded, Con- 
gress very often do wrong in giving too much or 
allowing too little-—but it is the principle of our go- 
vernment that the legislative body should hold the 
“purse strings”— and we hope that it always will be, 
in all respects and as applicable to every expendi- 
‘ure. The secretary of war deserves well for his 
adherence to this saving principle. 
Vos. XXNIe— 24, 


¢ 


Eeqvatitr. Theship Magnet has arrived st New 
York with about one hundred tons of English wheat. 
Now, this is a most favorable circumstance to those 
who are opposed to the passage of any bill for the 
protection of domestic industry—they will say it is 
compatible with our rank as an independent nation, 
that, when wheat is dear in the United States and 
cheap in England, we should receive it from Eng- 
land; and that when it is cheap in the United States 
and dear in England, that England should exclude 
it, though thousands might perish with hunger for 
want of the supplies which we might send, at 
fair prices. This is the ‘free trade’ so much lauded, 
and the operation of the dogmas of Adam Smith 
and others!!! Indeed!—I cannot apprehend how 
that man’s heart is constituted, who will patientl 
submit to such rank injustice. Let us deal with all 
nations on reciprocal terms, or refuse to deal with 
them. We are as important to them as they can be 
to us—-it is the character of a freeman to feei himself 
as good asany one. The slave submits to arbitrary 
power and suffers oppression—but the eagle-spirit 
soars above and looks down upon both. 





Prrstpentiat. An Ohio paper gives the follow- 
ing as the ages of the different gentlemen named 
for the presidency—Mr. Adams 55; Mr. Calhoun 
38; Mr. Clay 40 to 42; Mr. Clinton 53; Mr. Craw- 
tord 58; Gen. Jackson 58, The writer thinks that 
no one lessthan 50 yearsold should be selected; and 
says that Washington was 57, Adams 63, Jefferson 
56, Madison 53, and Monroe 59, when they seve- 
rally reached the presidency. What, of age? 





Tue Enre canazn. It is computed that 40,543 
tons of articles were transported, east and west, on 
that part of the canal which was navigable during 
the last season. Some of the principal things 
were, 184,522 bbls. four, 17,663 do. sult, 9,495 do. 
provisions, 4,872 do. ashes, 366 do. oil, 98,174 bush. 
wheat, 46,892 do. lime, about 1,500,000 feet boatds 
and timber, 775 tons gypsum, 194,398 gals. whis- 
key, with bark, wood and merchandise. 

One horse draws 25 tons 25 miles per day—the 
boats at present used are of the kind calied Dur- 
ham boats, but others, built specially for the canal, 
are preferable and coming into use. ‘Ihe average 








freight of ail articles is abeut 150 cents a toa, per 








| 


| shail reach 500,000 tons, which is soon expected af- 


100 miles, exciusive of the tolls—merchandise pays 
S00, salt and gypsum 5UV cents, produce, pgene- 
rally, 150. It is thought that when the transport 


ter the work iscompleted, that the canal will hard- 
ly be able to sustain it, und if it should ever much 
exceed that amount, another canal must be made. 
The tolls of the late year, collected on the section 
that was used, amounted tofrom 60 to 65,000 dul- 
lars. 





Genera Jacxson. On the arfhiversary of the 
victory of New Orleans, a splendid public enter- 
tainment was given to gen. Jackson by the people 
of Nashville. The following is the hero’s reply 
to an address delivered on the occasion: 

Sin—1i feel sensibly the honor which has this day 
been paid me. Words failin giving utterance toa 





proper sense of gratitude for the repeated tributes 
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of affection from my fellow citizens of Tennessee; 
doubly endeared to me on this occasion, as emanat- 
ing in part from those who participated in the same 
scenes and encountered the same dangers, which 
you have so impressively described. I recognize 
around me the soldiers of Telledega, Tallase-hatch- 
ey, Emukfaw and Tohopeka; those who bled on 
the plains of the Mississippi, suffered in Florida, 
and triumphed at Orleans. That I have been the 
humble instrument in the hands of a Supreme Be- 
ing to arrest the savage scalping knife, to give pro- 
tection to a bleeding frontier, and to lead these 
citizen soldiers to victory, will ever be remember. 
ed with mingled emotions of pleasure and devotion. 








appreciated, and a proper understanding of those 
facts may essentially subserve the public interest 
in deciding the question of electing the governor 
by the people, as passed by the senate, which in. 
volves the principle of representation according to 
the numerical force of population, its early insertion 
is respectfully requested by POLIticus, 
January 27, 1825. 


Al statement of the probable number of voters in the 
several counties, and in the city of Baltimore, in the 
state of Maryland, founded on the census of 1820, 
together with an average, and an apportionment of 
representation to the said counties, on the principle 
of population. 























These acts, in producing beneficial resuits to my 3 —— 
country, and in being duly appreciated by my fel- Counties. Votes. | Delegates. Fract’ns| Loss.| Gain, 
low citizens, carry with them their highest value; | —-~-—— 
: - . 9} le Allegany 1,65> 2 255 2 
for, to the patriot soldier, the approbation of one’s ; 
. ae: 2 Anne Arundel & 3.125 4 325 2 
country is his richest reward. City of Annapolis , 
‘ . ati "4h; : ; a § Baiumore city 11,276) 16 70 
That the commemora ion of th te ‘aot fu | Baiiensee evdecy sons] 8 $24 pi - | we 
ture ages, bring with it the recollection only of} 3.” Calvert 852 1 152 3 
wars that have passed; that my country may long| $ Caroline 1,459 2 59 2 
prosper in peace, and that my fellow citizens, inge | 6) Chartes yr 7 , 
neral, and you individually, as the organ throvgh 7. Dorchester 2,147 3 4? 1 
which their feelings have been this day communi | , oat yr: . P 5 
cated to me, may enjoy the blessings of happiness) 9, Kent 1178 i po : 
in this and inthe world to come, is my sincere j 10. Montgomery 2,027 2 622 2 
naan 11. Prince George’s 1,873 2 423 2 
prayer. + 12. Queen Ann’s 1,460 2 80 2 
13. St. Mary's 1,319} 1 619 3 
Newsparers,—In the state of New York, there - ea ner : r 1 | 
é . - Ta > 2 
are, at present, 99 weekly newspapers, one pul: | “"eWashington coun r a : 
lished thrice a week, and 9 daily ones—-in ail 108.) 16. Worcester 2,313] 3 212 1 
It is estimated that 164,000 are circulated weekly, Totat |50500 75 st eae 


and eight millions and a half a year; in value about 
$270,000, 
Dests. The legislature of North Carolina has 
abolished imprisonment for debts contracted after 
the Ist of May next. 
> — 
* MassacuvusetTts—-state prison. According toa re- 
port for the year ending on the 50th of September 
fast, the average number of convicts in the prison 
was about 275, The number received during the 
year was 91, the number discharged was 83, of 
whom 14 only were pardoned, 10 died and 1 escap- 
ed. The amount received from the sales of stone 
was $23,796; the amount for labor of shoemakers, 
weavers, brushmakers &c.-@9,844. The balance 
against the prison, on the accounts of the year, was 
48,374, besides the salaries of the directors, phy- 
Sicians, chaplain and warden, amounting to $2,900. 





RepRESENTATION IN Marytanp. The following 
article is copied from the ‘Maryland Republican,” 
printed at Annapulis. It it necessary to observe, for 
the information of persons out of the state, that 
counties, and not persons, are now represented in our 
house of delegates. Thus, Calvert county, with 
852 voters, all told, sends 4 members, the number 
sent by Frederick, with 6,330; Anne Arundel coun 
ty sends 4, and Annapolis city, (which is within the 
same), sends 2—-together 6; the amount sent by 
Baltimore county and city. The present number of 
members is 80--Baltimore, Frederick and Wash- 
ington now send 14 of them: but, according to po 
pulation, (or even more so on account of taxation), 
they should send 39—and why the word «domi- 
nant” and ‘disfranchised”’ counties should be used, 
we cannot tell; not being able to discover why one 
man in Calvert ought to have the political weight 
of thirteen men in Baltimore. 

Mr. J/nghes—As the inclosed statement may tend 








Of Average 705 to cach delegate. 
Total of delegates . - ° . . 75 
- Fractions - . . : . - o> 


*Dominant connties 38—delegzates 39 2 75 ¢ Gain 25 
Mo. 1 to 16, disfranchised 16 du. 36$§°° 2 Loss 30 


Majority 3 

Poxitrcrans. This term is selected as conveying 
an idea of persons who have little, if any, regard 
for the welfare of the republic, unless as immedi- 
ately connected with, or dependent on, their own 
private pursuits—who, as a great party leader said 
of himself, are men of “principle according to their 
interest’”’—who have respect to the “loaves and 
fishes’—who always bow to a “rising sum,” and 
stand prepared to dance round the “golden calf.” 
They are the opposites of siatesmen. Now, the 
late Mr. Lowndes was a statesman—but the present 
Mr. is only a politician. 

There are little knots of these politicians every 
where, and at least two out of three of each gang 
are either office-holders or office-seekers, and each 
gives or takes the influence that he himself or his 
fellows muy possess, to advance particular views 
or keep honest and honorable men in the back 
ground, Their proceedings are the antipodes of 
truth and justice. They are the “fag ends” of 
the human family. What other men call conscience, 
they regard as a matter to be bought and sold, as 
convenience or opportunity offers, 

This race of beings is of the remotest antiquity. 
In the time of the Persian kings, the chiefs of them 
were generally eunuchs—and the chiefs at this day 
are, most commonly, something less than other 
men. Denied the respect of society from the pau- 
city of their talents or their want of regard to pro- 
priety, they endeavor to find a substitute for it in 
cold-calculating intrigue or impudent assumption, 
They will allow only one side of a story to reach 








to exhibit existing facts, which are not generally 


- 


the public ear, if they can preventit, Impartiality 
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is to them a crime, and hypocricy a virtue, They 

are as centinels at the gates of palaces or places in 

which power is located, and their duty to each other’ 
is—that, when one makes an assertion, another is 
always ready to affirm its veracity. In general, 
they may be known by an affected knowledge of 
every thing—by the possession of fat offices for 
themselves; by their courtings of persons in autho- 
rity—ina “feathcring” of their own nests by pluck- 
ings of the “public goose” —by the holding of sine- 
cures—by doing nothing but running to-and fro to 
disguise truth or disseminate error. Yet they are 
avery unhappy set—they are always in terror of 
some explosion; and, when they look into them- 
selves, their mind has the feeling of a mansuffering 
under an amputation when the saw reaches the 
marrow of his bone! Those who can call to recol 

lection the political history of our country fer the 
last twenty-five years, will not want evidence of 
the right of what is here asserted. ‘Those who will 
look round and see what is going on, will discover 
the reality of it, as easily as the light of the sun at 
iis high and mighty meredian. 

There is no present hope of exterminating the 
breed of those persons seeking “‘power and forget- 
ting right,” though the public virtue may do much 
tokeep them incheck. Their grades are various. 
One set is content to dictate to a village, another 
will regulate the affairs of a county, a third wishes 
to Manage the concerns of a city, a fourth aspires 
to a monopoly of the power of a state, and the 
the fifth class of mandarins think that, by caucus 
or compromise, they ought to direct the matters 
that belong to the United States, especially as to 
appointments to office or the obtaining of contracts, 
which, indeed, is all that they care for! Perhaps, 
we must have such men—but it is right that their 
condition should be understood, even so far as this 
—that, when a poor man buys a couple of pounds 
of sugar, he shall say “there goes siz cents to 
the support of Tommy, Dickey, or Harry, *esguire,” 
being the amount of the tax which he pays on the 
sugar. May it not be right—may it not bea great 
economy of time, to save us the trouble of think- 
ing for ourselves—and why should not those who 
take on them this trouble, have a profit out-of it? 
The generous man will not dabble in filthy waters 
~-but as there is a great quantity of public dirt, per- 
haps such as these are necessary to wade through it. 

Like the “Chinese shades,” one set of mizh- 
ty men is let down to make room for another— 
which plays its part, and then also disappears in 
contempt; the public mind being surfeited with pre- 
sumption, though the public purse may have paid 
severely for it. And so we have it “up-and-down,” 

'e-saw, at “Uncle Sam” and his mothers, the seve- 

ral states. But this is the great grievance—one 

leeching is a full allowance for a generation. On 

‘ccount of our popular system, we have several— 

less, however, perhaps, as to the amount of blood- 

tucking than any other nation: still, there is enough 
of it—quant. suf. as the doctor says, when he con- 

‘ults his intellect by applying the head of his cane 

to the tip of his nose. 

Is the reader curious to know where those peo- 
ple are located?—Let him look about home. He will 

oda set in his own immediate neighborhood, whe- 

‘ier he resides in Maine or Missouri—Baltimore or 

Boston—in the village of Shawangung or Owlopolis. 

Neat ay are fitted to any meredian, and may be 

: ahzed any where, the city of Washington being 

Ways regarded as “head quarters.” I could easily 


as fast as I could write them down, who receive 

more than as many thousand dollars a year for an 

average of less than an hour’s real attention to busi- 

ness per day, and speak of five others, who long held 

two offices, of a petty character, but productive of 
about three thousand dollars per ann. to each of them 

—or fifteen thousand dollars for a gang of five. But 

I cannot descend to’specialities—the people must 

do this for themselves, and manage their own con- 

cerns. And, when we see persons enjoying those 

great advantages, and behold others assuming all 

influence to themselves, we should seriously ask, 

what are their rightful pretensions to merit other 

than that of a certain long-eared gentleman, who, 

it is said, (if unseen ), can alarm even a lion by his 
braying? The error is, that we do not see these 
as we should do. 

IMPORTANT DECISION. The president and direc- 
tors of the bank of the commonwealth of Kentucky 
brought a suit, in the Adair circuit court, against 
Benjamin Lampton and others, on a note for money 
loaned at the branch at Greensburg. 

The defendants, by their attorney, plead as fol- 
lows: ‘That the writing sued on was illegal and 
void: for they aver that the bank of the common- 
wealth of Kentucky, at their branch at Greensburg, 
loaned the defendant bank paper, or notes of the 
said bank, signed by the president and countersign- 
ed by the cashier of the said bank of the common. 
wealth, payable on demand, and which bank paper 
or notes were issued and loaned by said bank by the 
authority and in pursuance of an act of the legisla- 
ture of Kentucky, entitled ‘san act to establish 
the bank of the commonwealth of Kentucky,” and 
which notes, or bank]paper, were transferred by deé- 


for the benefit, and issued in behalf of the state of 
Kentucky, and were bills of credit, within the mean- 
ing and prohibition of the constitution of the United 
States of America, article 1, section 10, forbidding 
the emission of bills of credit by any state in the 
union; and, in consideration of said illegal loan of 


his note, with security, then, to the plaintiff, for the 
amount, according to the denomination of said ille- 
gal bank paper; and said note, executed by him as. 
aforesaid, became due, and the defendant paid the 
call made thereon and the interest also, and exe. 
cuted the note, in the petition set forth, for the 
balance still unpaid of said illegal bank paper, asa 
renewed note, and a subscription and satisfaction 
of the first note aforesaid, and for no other consi- 
deration.” 

The plaintiffs filed a demurrer to the plea, and 
judge Tompkins sustained the demurrer, and gave 
judgment for the amount of the note. 

The defendants prayed an appeal; and, at the pre- 
sent term of the court of appeals, the cause was 
heard and the judgment of the court below af- 
firmed. [4reus. 


Curnrovs Law Cass. Albany, Pec. 25. A singu- 
general sessious of this county. Fanny Edger, 
otherwise called Frances Edge, was indicted for 
having married John Butterfield, in August last, 


George Edge. The first marriage to Edge was 
proved by Richard Waiting, esq then a justice of 





a special application to these general remarks, 
ould mention the names of above adozen persons 


\was still living. The public prosecutor here rested 


livery, and were bottomed upon the credit, loaned . 


said illegal bank paper, the defendant executed - 


lar case of bigamy was tried at the present court of... 


she then having a lawful husband living, to wit, . 


the peace, in January 1816, and the last marriage | 
was proved by Stephen M. Conger, esq: also a) 
justice, and proof was given thatthe first husband. 
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the cause. The frail, but favorite fair one, then of 
fered to prove in her defence, a third marriage, 
anterior to the marriage with Edge— and the rev. 
Mr. Mayer, of this city, was called as a witness, and 
proved that in February 1815, the prisoner was 
married by him to Francis W. Cook. That Cook was 
alive when the prisoner was married to Edge, was 
also proved. This singular defence was held to be 
good, inasmuch as it repelled the allegation in the 
indictment, tiiat Edge was her /awfu/ husband; and 
under the charge of the court, she was acquitted. 
The hymeneal chains appeared to sit very lightly 
upon this lady; as she shook them off upon any fa 
vorable opportunity that offered. Her acquittal 
would indeed seem to sanction the commonly re- 
ceived adage, that, although a party may be pun- 
ished for a second marriage, yet that a third mar 
riage rendersthe transaction wholly innocent; or in 
other words that the lady is oué/awed, The district 
attorney however, threw out an insinuation, that 
although she had escaped this time, yet upon ano 
ther indictment, she should be brought to justice. 
Cultivation of tobacco.--A number of farmers on 
the river Huron, west of this place, have, during 
the past season, realized a very handsome profit 
from small portions of their farms, which they had 
appropriated to the cultivation of tobacco. The 
article brought them six cents a pound in the leaf. 
The average crop is said to have equalled the high 
expectations formed of the productiveness of the 
soil, and many are preparing to engsge in the bu- 
siness More extensively. The crop of the last sea- 
son, oh the Huron, was about 15 perogue leads, 
averaging perhaps 700 pounds each.—WDet, Gaz. 





Havana. The whole number of vessels whieh 
entered the port of Havana, inthe year 1822, was 
1296-—-of which 386 were Spaniards, 669 Ameri- 
cans, 115 English, 61 French, 18 Dutch, 12 Ham- 
burg, 7 Bremen, 7 Portuguese, 6 Danish, 4 Swe- 
dish, 2 Sicilian, 1 Oldenburg, 1 Sardinian, 1 Colom. 
bian and 2 pirates, prizes—presenting a grand total 
of 1296—including 141 vessels of war, of which 69 
were strangers. 

Feupal spLtenpon, Prince Esterhazy lately gave 
a great hunt in compliment to his friends, at which 
upwards of eight huadred peasants were employed 
for 15 daysin enclosing and rousing the game. In 
the grand duchy of Hesse, the peasants being call- 
ed out, on a like occasion, refused to serve as “chiens 
de chase,” or as pointers or hounds. The conse- 
quence was a law suit between them and the pro- 
prietor, to determine the capacity in which they 
were to perform service. 





ELEGANT COMPLIMENT. Fontenelle, at the age of 
97, after saying many amiable and gallant things to 
the young and beautiful madame Helvetius, passed 
betvre her without perceiving her, in order to place 
himself at table—«See,” said madame Helvetius, 
«how I ought to value your gallantries: you pass 
before me without looking at me.” ‘Madame,” 
said the old man, “if J had looked at you, I could not 
have passed.” 


A Satmon TROUT, weighing 184 lbs. caught in 
Cavuga jake, was lately sold in the city of New 
York for fourteen dollars. 





Tornacco or Urren Canana.—A letter from Am- 
herstburg. Upper Canada, published in the Quebec 
Gezette, says: “There has been some stir this win- 


—_ 


spring I think there will not be less than one hundred 
hogsheads shipped from hence. The Lower Canadg 
merchants will soon have to find us other markets 
than Montreal and Quebec, for the quantity will 
increase at least ten fold the year after.” 
Travetiine, From the Bedford, ( Penn. ) True 
American. From an account kept by Mr. Mollwitz, 
keeper of the turnpike gate, on tbe North moun. 
tain, between Loudon and M‘Connelisburg, it ap- 
pears that there passed and re-passed through his 
gate, from the first of December, 1821, to the 30th 
of November, 1822, 





Broad wheeled wagons 1555 
Narrow do. do. 3596 
Two horse wagons 283 
Single do. do, 609 
Two horse carriages 130 
Chairs and gigs 201 
Single horse carts 38 
Sleighs and sleds with two horses 144 

Do. do. one do. 87 
Riding horses 4766 

Total horses 32,941 
Cattle 4,340 
Sheep 6,220 
Hogs 2,820 


SAILING CARRIAGES. A machine, invented by a 
gentleman of Christ college, Cambridge, was late- 
ly tried at New Market. In shape it is nearly that 
of an isosceles triangle, and it moves with the broad 
end forward, on four wheels. It hasa boom thirty- 
two feet long, and an exceeding high mast. It will 
carry twelve persons at the rate of thirty miles an 
hour. To the axle of the hinder wheels is fixed a 
rudder. It can go on a wind, and tack as a vessel 
at sea, and is capable of being so correctly guided, 
that the pilot at pleasure can run the wheels over a 
stone—Lond. Mace. 





Monty. The following are the particulars of a 
curious bill, copied lately from an original record 
belonging to the borough of Thetford, Eng. It ap- 
pears to have been entered on the record in the 
reign of Edward IIL. in the year 1336, and exhibits 
an account of the value of some articles at that time, 
being a bill inserted in the town-book of the ex- 
penses attending two light horsemen from Thet- 
ford to the army, which was to march against tlic 
Scots that year. 

Two men chosen to go into the army 

against Scotland, #21 00 
For cloth, and for making it into two 

gowns, 019 
For two pair of gloves and a stock or staff, 0 0 2 
For two horses, 1150 
For shoeing these horses, 0 04 
For two pair of boots for the light horse- 

men, 0 
Paid a lad for going with the mayor to 

Lynn to take care of the horses, a dis- 


tance of nearly 30 miles, 0 05 
To a boy for carrying alettertoLynn, 0 01 
Expenses for the horses of two light 

horsemen, for four days before they | 

departed, 0 10 


Tueorocicarn semrnanies. A long account of 
the seminaries at Andover, in Massachusetts, and 
Princeton, in New Jersey, is compiled for the New 
York Commercial Advertiser, from which the fol: 





ter in consequence of the tobacco trade. Next 


lowing facts are extracted: 
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At Andover, the whole number of students is one 
hundred and forty, all but eight of them being 
graduates of colleges. 

At Princeton, there are ninety-five students, all 
but 22 of them being graduates of colleges. 

Of 254 graduates, at- Andover, (since1808, when 
that seminary was established), 16 have died; 114 
are pastors of churches; 30 are preachers, not set. 
tled, or are in other employments, as professors 
in colleges, preceptors of academies, &c. &c.; 39 
are missionaries in this country; 17 are missiona- 
ries in foreign countries, and of 32, their residence 
&c. is unknown. 

We find that, among the incidents to this semina- 
ry, there is a printing office, to which is given the 
name of the Codman press, after the name of the 
rev. John Codman, of Dorchester, who gave one 
thousand dollars to complete its founts of type. 

«It has beautifui founts of Hebrew, Arabic, and 


‘Greek type, from Germany, and is now procuring 


the necessary additions of Roman, &c. &c. It is 
under the care of Messrs. Flagg and Gould, who 
have alreacy printed from it the translation of 
Thiersch’s Greek tables, and part of the J/liad of 
Homer. They have also nearly finished printing the 
translation of Jaln’s Biblical Archzology, and have 
in press the second edition of professor Stuart’s 
Hebrew grammar, and the translation of Gesenius’ 
Hebrew German lexicon. These two are expected 


to be published in the course of the ensuing sum- 
mer.” 





Davin Grar. The New-England Galaxy gives 
the following short narrative of the life of David 
Gray, who has applied to-the legislature of Massa- 
chusetts to compensate him for his revolutionary 
services, It seems the member of the legislature 
who presented the petition, did not say David Gray 
was the Harvy Birch of the American novel called 
the Spy, but merely that his adventures were so 
similar, as well to justify the belief that he might 
possibly have ‘stood as the original of that well 
drawn character. 

“We have obtained a short account of the history 
of Mr. Gray. | He was born in Lenox, in this state; 
served under col. Allen at Ticonderoga, in 1775, 
on which occasien he received a small present from 
col. Allen, on account of the gallantry he had 
manifested; was, in different regiments, actively 
engaged in service till 1777, when he entered the 
first regiment of Massachusetts, commanded by col. 
Vose. He continued in this regiment three years; 
and it is for this service that the house of represen- 
tatives, on the occasion above mentioned, allowed 
him his full pay. On the second of January, 1780, 
he was transferred, by superior orders, to the quar- 
ter master’s department; and at this time his un- 
common adventures begin. On account of the in- 
telligence he displayed in detecting a line of tories 
and loyalists, which extended from Canada to New- 
York, he was made known to general Washington, 
and employed by him in secret service. For this 
purpose he was furnished with a pass, authorizing 
the bearer to pass all lines and outposts whatever 
of the American army, and also with a captain’s 
commission. 

_ “Gray went to Connecticut and Long Island; was 
introduced, as a trusty and useful person, to col. 
Robinson, at that time at the head of the loyalists, 
known by the name of the American Legion; and 
was employed by him to carry letters to loyalists 
in New-York, Vermont, New-Hampsbhire and Con. 
necticut. Gray first delivered these letters to the 
commander in chief of the American army, and 





then, by his directions, carried them to their proper 
addresses. He was employed a year in this kind 
of service. He was afterwards employed by gene- 
ral Clinton, and was sent by him to Canada with 
despatches; upon which occasion he made himself 
very useful to the American commander. He con- 
tinued in this capacity of a double spy, assuming 
various disguises and adopting various expedients, 
both to conceal bis American pass and the des- 
patches which he occasionally carried from both 
parties, till September, 1781, when he was sent to 
New-London in Connecticut, to inform colonel! Led- 
yard, that, if the wind was favorable, Arnold would 
attempt to land there the next morning. Arnold 
accordingly appeared, and the fort in which Gray 
was stationed having been taken by the British, he 
had just time to escape, leaving his papers in the 
hands of the American commanding officer. This 
was the end of his services as aspy. At the dis- 
banding of the army, he settled and married in 


Pennsyivania, and has lived there and in Vermont 
to the present time. 


A PHENOMENON. F'rom the Albany Daily Adver- 
tiser. On the farm of Israel Loomis, sen. in the 
town of Warren, county of Herkimer, N. Y. about 
65 miles west of Albany, 11 miles south of the canal, 
and half a mile north of the third great western 
turnpike road, is a smallspring or run of water, 
which, to all appearances. never alters in quantity, 
either in wet weather or in dry. The water is per- 
fectly soft and is considered the best in the region. 

Now to the phenomenon.— Always, invariably, 
before northeast storms, this spring becomes tur- 
bid. This muddiness commences about twenty four 
hours before the storm, and continues from 4 to 10 
hours, according to the power of the storm which 
is coming: this invariably takes place previous to 
the northeast storm, and at no other time. Previous 
to a moderate storm, however, this muddiness of the 
water does not continue more than two hours, and 
then runs clear again. There can be no possible 
error in this statement. ‘the water is now con- 
ducted in aqueducts, and the spring is covered, so 
that no possible external cause could produce this 
effect. Ihave now stated facts asthere are. The 
respectable aged people who have used the waters 
of the spring more than twenty years, tell me that 
they can predict a northeast storm as certainly as 
they can the rising or setting of the sun: and that, 
when the weather is perfectly mild, and the wind in 
the south or in the west, and no perceptible signs 
of any storm at hand, still, if their spring becomes 
muddy, they are perfectly sure that a northeast 
storm will commence within twenty four hours, 

This spring is situated at the north foot of a small 
hill, which is the most northwardly spur of that 
range of hills whose waters feed the Susquehannah. 
The hill appears to be composed of clay and schist, 
and the spring pours out the water near its north 
foot, about two rods above the plain, where the 
limestone region commences. This water flows to 
the Susquehannah. Although, ina direct line, it is 
within 9 or 10 miles of the Mohawk river. 

Whether this does or dues not favor captain 
Symmes’ theory of the earth, I shall not attempt to 
describe—but having stated facts as they are, I 
shall leave their causes to be decided by men who 
know more about subjects of this nature than 


AN UNLEARNED TRAVELLER. 





WaateFisnenr. J'romthe Nantucket Inguirer.— 
Abstract of two letters from the collector of New 


Bedford to Mr. Baylies, relative to the whale fishery, 
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In January 1822, it is stated that the number of 
vessels employed in this fishery, from the port of 
New Bedford, was 68. Tonnage 16,222, navigated 
by 1350 men and boys. Those employed exclusively 
in the spermaceti whale fishery were 36, tonnage 
9921; navigated by about 800 men. The oil and 
bone brought from the Pacific ocean to New Bed. 
ford, since the late war, (to Jan. 5, 1822), are esti- 
mated at $1,713,600. Annual value to New Bed- 
ford of the fishery in the Pacific, $500,000, exclu- 
sive of profits arising from the manufacture of 
spermaceticandles. ‘The capital employed is rat- 
ed at $850,000—the bills of some of the ships be- 
ing as high as 32 or #3 thousand dollars each. 

‘rhe annual value of the spermaceti whale fishe- 
ry to Nantucket and New Bedford together, is es- 
timated at $1,500,000, The oil and bone brought 
into both places, between the termination of the 
last war and Jan 5, 1822, is stated to have exceeded 
$6,000,000—and the number of seamen employed 
therefrom amounts to 2500—this fishery giving em- 
‘ployment also to all the mechanics of both places. 
The most profitable whale fishing is said to be now 
in the North Pacific, between the latitude 38 and 48. 

We subjoin, from an authentic source, the fol- 
lowing statement of the number of ships belong- 
ing to the United States, at present engaged in the 
spermaceti whale fishery, the ports from which 
they sail, the number of men employed, &c. 

At sea. In port. Total. 





Nantucket, ships 75 8 83 
New Bedford, do. oo § 42 
Boston, do. 4 A. 
Newport, do, 2 1 3 
Warren, R. I. do. 1 1 
New York, do. 4 1 5 
Sag Harbor, do. 1 1 
New Hayen, do. 2 2 
Edgartown, do. * 4 
Plymouth, do. 2 2 
New London, do. 4 4 
Falmouth, Mass. do. 1 1 
159 is is 


Average tonnage, 300—total of tonnage, 45,600. 
. Average number of men, 21—whole number, 
5192. 

The quantity of spermaceti oil imported into 
Nantucket and New Bedford during the three last 
years is as foliows: | 

: gallons. gailons: 

1820, Nantucket, 581,366, N. Bedford, 417,438 

1821, do. 719,052, do. 617,935 

1822, do, 799,974, do. 372,424 








2,101,292 
Making, in all 5,509,089 gallons. 


——_ 


1,407,797 


Fonzicxn News. From London papers to the 
ist January, received at New York, we have the 
following articles— | 

Portsmouth, Dec. 21.—There appears to be no 
longer any doubt, that the ships about to sail under 
the command of sir Edward Owen, are intended as 
a reinforcement of sir Charles Rowley’s squadron, 
at Jamaica, for the purpose of being employed in 
taking possession of the Island of Cuba, should Spain 
be forced into a war with France. The French 
have a smail squadron of ships (including one line 
of battle ship) at Martinique, whose intention it 
may possibly become necessary to thwart. Should 
the deprecated Me not take place, and sir Charles 
‘Rowley wish to return to England, sir -Edward 
Owen may, in that case, hoist a broad-pendant, and 


assume the command of the station for the next 
three years, 

The annexed is from a Paris paper, of Dec. 27, is 
regarded as important in respect to the relations 
between France and Spain, and those of the “holy 
allies” with those powers. Several other changes 
in the ministry were expected. 

Paris, Dec. 27. The following is what we have 
»een able tocollect as the most positive respecting 
the cause of the resignation of M. the duke de 


} Montmorency: On Wednesday morning M. the 


duke of Montmorency, presented to the council of 
ministers, at which his majesty presided, the form 
ofa note designed to be addressed to the Spanish 
government. This document energetically express- 
ed the intentions of the sovereigns, members of the 
holy alliance, such as they were deciared at the 
congress of Verona. The majority of the ministers 
having supported the note of M. de Montmorency, 
M. de Villele, in his turn, presented a note, the 
terms of which were milder, and which, having 
been submitted to the king, obtained the assent of 
his majesty. 

M. the duke Mathieu de Montmorency, (who, in 
the deliberations of the congress, had specifically 
engaged to cause to be presented to the French 
cabinet the note exactly as it had been determined 
upon between the several plenipotentiaries), de- 
clared that he must, in case of modification, solicit 
the king to accept his resignation. M. de Villele, 
who, in the event of the despatch of the note of the 
duke Mathieu dé Montmorency, must have solicited 
retirement, has been charged, ad interim, by his 
| majesty, with the ministry of foreign affairs. 








The rate of Exchange. 

Mr. Nries—In pursuing this discussion, it may 
be assumed that the rate of exchange is what every 
one says it is, what every one knows and feels it to 
be, what the ‘Merchant’ admits—five dollars to the 
pound sterling, or 125 per cent. above par, against 
this country. The fact admitted, it is well to in- 
quire into the causes, and much better to begin 
with facts, and then draw inferences from them, 
than, by starting upon theory and reasoning, to 
endeavor to make out facts to correspond with 
them. -We have seen that it costs us more to pay 
110G0 in London than in Boston, by $555 56— 
from which the inevitable inference arises, that 
more money is remitted from Boston to Londor 
than from London to Boston—for, if the balance of 
remittance was to Boston, bills on Boston would be 
in demand in London. If the debt was payable in 
pounds sterling, then the value of the pound ster- 
ing; if in dolls. then the value of the dol. in Boston, 
would regulate the price of the bill in London;— 
whereas now the value of the pound sterling in 
London regulates the value of the bill in Boston— 
being $4.44 in the latter, and $5 in the former, 


of payments is due, there the value of the article 
offered in payment must be fixed. If it is in the 
current legai coin of the country, the value is fixed 
by law—if in produce, bullion, or any thing, not a 
legal tender for debts, the creditor must fix the 
value at which he will receive it, This affords the 
true reason why a pound sterling Costs five dollars. 
The debt due in London is-so many pounds ster- 
ling, payable in one pound notes, sovereigns, or 
their equivalent in bullion—say dollars; dollars are 
not a legal tender; their value is not fixed, as with 
us, by law, but depends on the complicated rela- 





tions of ‘commerce; the person offering them in 


instead of $4.44 in both. Wherever the balance . 
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payment, must put them, hike his cotion, mato mar 

ket, and they produce him at the rate of five for a 
one pound note or sovereign. If the balance is due in 
Boston, it is payable in dolls—if payment is offered 
in one pound notes, the holder must be contented 
to receive a credit for their market price: the dol- 
lar being no legal tender in London, or the one 
pound note in Boston, their respective values de- 
pend on, not the quantity of gold or silver they 
represent, but their price as merchandige—and, if 
this price is less than they respectively cost, it is so 
much loss to the merchant—he has the disadvan- 
tage of buying his note or dollar where it has a fixed 
determinate value, and disposing of it where it has 
none, but depends on many fluctuations. Thus, 
at the present rate of exchange, five dollars to the 
pound sterling, and the legal value $4.44, the dol. 
lar costs here 4s 6d. but produces in London only 
4s, This must be owing to the balance of payments 
being in favor of London, and, by means of this ba- 
lance being due by our merchants, they must sell 
their dollars at whatever price the London mer- 
chants will pay for them, Here they cost 100 cents, 
there they sell for 873—because we are tn debt and 
must submit to the loss. If, on the other hand, they! 
were in debt to us, the dollar would be worth to 
them 100 cents—as it is a legal tender for that 
amount in Boston. As the creditor can thus regu- 

late the value of uncurrent coin, and does regulate 

itso that it loses to this country one-eighth of its 
legal value, and sells for one-eighth less than it 
costs, this fact, in itself, is conclusive evidence that 
the balance of payments is against, and that the 
amount of the exchange is so much loss to the coun- 
try. That the actual rate of exchange is against 
us seems to be admitted—the principal difficulty 
is in ascertaining its cause; for those who, at once, 
admit the fact, at the same time assert that the ba- 

lance of trade is in our favor. This is worth exami- 
nation. It has, hitherto, been a received opinion, 
that the rate of exchange is intimately connected 
with the balance of trade, and there seems no good 
reason to doubt the correctness of this opinion: as 
the balance of trade is the general result of all our 
commercial cperations, so, it seems to me, must be 
the rate of exchange. Following my usual course, 
l assume exchange to be 124 against us, as between 
us and England. This rate does not depend on 
the balance of payments to England alone: If we 
owed in London $10,000,000, and there was due to 
us in Hamburg, Amsterdam, Paris and Leghorn, 
$8,000,000, a credit could be created in London to 
this amount by bills on those places—and a bill 


could be drawn on London, predicated on the re- ithe country, and I cannot see bow the conclusion 


ceipt of those other funds; the rate of exchange, in 
London, would then be a compeund of the differ- 
ent rates between London and fae different places 
Whence the funds are to be drawn to pay the 
$10,000,000—between London and Amsterdam for 
2,000,000; London and Hamburgh for 2,000,000, &c. 
ke and for 2,000,000, between London and Boston. 
England being the centre of all our commercial 
Operations, the rate of exchange between her and 
is must be the aggregate result of our shipments, 
consignments, drawings and re drawings, with all 
Parts of the commercial world, where our inter- 
course extends. 

_ Without going, at present, into the subject of the 
valance of trade, { assume the statistical statements 
of the treasury as correct: from those it appears, 
that the result of our trade with England is, im- 
Ports $23,180,000, exports, $18,464,000—balance 
*gainst us $4,616,000: with France $4,989,000 im- 
borts, exports $5,527,000-belance in our favor 


a 


——— 


| $538,000: with Holland, exports 3,694,000, imports 
| $1,938:000—batance in our tavor $1,756,000: with . 
_the North of Germany, exports 2,132,000, imports 
$990,000 —balance in ourfavor $1,142,000*—-leav- 
ing.a general balance in the trade of these four 
countries of $1,190,000 against us-—for which we 
must provide funds. _ After absorbing .at fayoraole 
balances, we are compelled to remit, not city our 
funded and corporate stocks, but are obliged to 
purchase bills of exch inge to make up the balaice. 
If it was in our fayor, we should have bills to sell. 
Now foreigners can regulate the price of our pub-” 
lic and corporate securities, the price of our dol- 
lars—but if our commercial operations created us a 
credit in London greater than our debts, we should 
have no occasion to makesany other remittances. 
British stocks are not held by our mercHants, or 
sold in our market, for the obvious reason that 
none are sent here—the course of payment being 
from us to England, she being the creditor. That 
the rate of exchange depénds, on the aggregate ba- 
lance of trade will be at once evident, if we sup- 
pose the balance of the trade of the four countries 
above-mentioned is in our favor $1,180,000, instead 
of that amount against us; our object would be to 
receive instead of paying that balance; we would 
sell $1,180,000 of bills instead of buying them— 
there would be no inducement to make remittances 
}to a place where we had already surplus funds; it 
would be reversing every principie of commerce 
and every rule of trade. I do not speak of what 
may be, but of what is—of the ordinary operations 
of trade, not of possibilities: the balance of trade 
may bé against a country, and yet exchange may be 
in favor of it. England may owe us $10,000,000, 
and yet our merchants may wish to invest 20,000,000 
in British funds or a foreign Jogn——but this case does 
not exist, and if the Beston ‘Merchant’ questions my 
facts or reasoning, I must beg of him not to answer 
either by putt.ng cases which do not exist. If he 
can, consistently with the existing state of things, 
account for the rate of exchange being so much 
against us, and the »alance of trade in our favor, he 
will receive from no one more credit for the infor- 
mation than from myse!f. But the stretching one’s 
ingenuity to put possible cases, is not a proper way 
of coming at truth: it always leads toerror. Take 
the case as it is--reason from facts as they are, 
and truth will be the result: but it is not the re- 
sult of suppnsitions which do not apply in practi- 
cal operations. Suppose any thing, and every thing 
willfoliow. The preceding obsérvations appear to 
me perfectly applicable to the present condition of 


can be avoided, that the rate of exchange and the 
balance of trade are against us—yet it may be said 
the latter is not proved. 1 

acpAnarticle on the balance of trade, by the same 
hand, is laid off for our next. 








Public Eduéation. 
INTERESTING LETTERS 
Laid before the legislature of Kentucky by the 
board of school commissioners, by the chairman, 
Mr. Barry, lieut. governor of the state. 
Montizelle, Quincy, July 21, 1822, 
Sra—I know not that I ever received a letter 
with more pleasure than yours of the 30th June 
last, except the circular from your committee, 
which [received some days before. 





— | 


*In these statemeuts, specie is included both in 
the imports and exports. 
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The wisdom and generosity of your legislature 
in making liberal appropriations in money, for the 
benefit of schools, academies, colleges and the uni- 
versity, is an equal honor to them and their consti- 
‘tuents; a proof of their veneration for literature and 
science, and a portent of great and lasting good to 
North and South America and to the world. 

Great is truath—great is liberty, and great is hu- 
manity, and they must and will prevail. I have 
communicated your letters to as many of my friends 
as I have seen, and requested them to assist me in 
complying with your views. Ifthe taper thread of 
life should continue to burn a little longer, I hope 
that you will hear more from me. At present, 
blind and paralytic, I am incapable of research or 
search, I can only give hints from memory. A 
law of this colony,-almost two hundred years ago, 
obliged every town to maintain a school master, 
capable of teaching the Greek and Roman lan- 
guages, as well as reading, writing and arithmetic 
in English. Those school masters were to be ex. 
amined by the clergymen and magistrates; and the 
clergymen in those days were all learned men.— 
This law is in force to this hour, though not so 
punctually executed as it ought to be. 1 had my- 
self the honor to be a school master from 1755 to 
1758, in the town of Worcester, under this law. 
These school masters and school houses, are main- 
tained by taxes, voluntarily imposed pn themselves 
hy the people, in town meeting, annualy; and the 
ardor of the people in voting money for this noble 
purpose, is astonishing. In this small town of 
Quinty, consisting of not more than 1,400 inha- 
bitants, I think they voted, this year, $1,700, for 
the suppert of schools—more than a doJlar a head 
for every man, woman, and child in this place. The 
principal school, which is not more than half a 
mile from me, pours out of its doors, at twelve 
o’clock every day, from one hundred to two hun- 
dred boys and girls, as happy as Scott or Shenton, 
has described them and their masters, in their ro- 
mances, Besides this principal school, their are 
not less than four or five schools kept by woman in 
different parts of the town, for children of both 
sexes, too young to be able to travel to the central 
school. Besides these town schools, there are 
academies under the auspices of the legislature, 
and others established by private munificence for 
teaching languages, arts and sciences, on a more 
enlarged scale. All these subordinate institutions 
are preparatory to qualifications of young gentle- 
men to enter the university. The universities and 
the schools mutually support each other; the schools 
furnish students for the college, and four years af- 
terwards, the college sends the young men into the 
country to keep school. 

I esteem myself highly honored by your circular 
and your letter of the 30th June. And am, sir, 
your very obedient, humble serv’t. 

JOHN ADAMS. 

Wx. T. Barry, esq. Lexington, Ken. 





Monticello, July 2, 1822. 

Sr1r—Your favor of the 15th June is received, 
and Iam very thankful for the kindness of its ex- 
pressions respecting myself; but it ascribes to me 
merits which I do not claim. I was one only, ofa 
band devoted to the cause of independence, all of 
whom exerted equally their best endeavors for its 
success, and have acommon right to the merits of 
its acquisition. So, also, in the civil revolution of 
1801, very many, und very meriterious, were the 
worthy patriots, who assisted in bringing back our 
government to its republican tack. To preserve 


it in that, will require unremitting vigilance, Whe. 
ther the surrender of our opponents, their recep. 
tion into our camp, their assumption of our name and 
apparent accession to our objects, may strength. 
en or weaken the genuine principles of republi- 
canism, may be a good oran evil, is yet to be seen, 
I consider the party division of whig and tory, the 
most wholesome which can exist in any govern. 
ment, and well worthy of being nourished, to keep 
out those of amore dangerous character, We ai. 
ready see the power, instaled for life, responsible to no 
authority, (for impeachment is not even a scare 
crow), advancing, with a noiseless and steady pace, 
to the great object of consolidation. The foundations 
are already deeply laid, by their decisions, for the 
annihilation of constitutional state rights, and the 
removal of every check, every counterpoise to the 
ingulfing power of which themselves are to make a 
sovereign part. If ever this vast country is brought 
under a single government, it will be one of the 
most extensive corruption, indifferent and incapa. 
ble of a wholesome care over so wide a spread of 
surface. ‘This will not be borne, and you will have 
to choose between reformation and revolution. If 
I know the spirit of this country, the one or the 
other, is inevitable. Before the canker is become 
inveterate, before its venom has reached so much 
of the body politic as to get beyond control, reme.- 
dy should be applied. Let the future appoiniments 
of judges be for four or six years, and renewable by the 
president and senate, This will bring their conduct, 
at regular periods, under revision and probation, 
and may keep them in equipoise between the ge. 
neraland special government... We have erred in 
this point, by copying England, where certainly it is 
a good thing to have the judges independent of the 
king; but we haye omitted to copy their caution also, 
which makesa judge removable on the address of 
both legislative houses. That there should be pub- 
lic functionaries, independent of the nation, what- 
ever may be their demerit, is a solecism in a republic, 
of the first order of absurdity and inconsistence. 
To the printed inquiries respecting our schools, 
itis not in my power to give an answer. Age, debi- 
lity, an ancient dislocated, and now stiffened wrist, 
render writing so slow and painful, that Iam oblig- 
ed to decline every thing requiring writing. An 
act of our legislature willinform you of our plan 
of primary schools; and the annual reports show 
that it is becoming completely abortive, and must 
be abandoned very shortly, after costing us to this 
day 180,000, and yet to cost us $45,000 a year more, 
until it shall be discontinued; and if a single boy 
has received the elements of a common education, 
it must be insome part of the country net known 
to me. Experience has but too fully confirmed the 
early predictions of itsfate. But on this subject 
I must refer to others, more able than I am, to go 
into the necessary details; and I conclude with the 
assurances of my great esteem and respect. 
THOMAS JEFFERSON. 


| 


Mr. W. T. Barrr. 





Montpellier, Aug. 4, 1822. 
Dear sir—!¥ received, some days ago, your let- 
ter of June 30th, and the printed circular to which 
it refers. 
The liberal appropriations made by the legisla- 
ture of Kentucky, for a general system of educa- 
tion, cannot be too much applauded. A popular 
government, without popular information, or the 
means of acquiring it, is but a prologue to a farce 
or a tragedy, or perhaps both. Knowledge will 
ever govern ignorance; and a people, who mem™® 








a 


1e. 
p- 
nd 
th. 
ri. 
on. 
he 
rn. 
ep 


al. 


ire 
ce 
ns 
he 
he 
he 
ea 
ht 
he 
a. 


ive 


nits 


ust 


Oy 


ill 


_ and those not of the proper-classes, can obtain for 





a” 


NILES’ REGISTER---FEBRUARY 15, 1823---PUBLIC EDUCATION. 377 





to be their own governors, must arm themselves 
with the power which knowledge gives. 

I have always felt a more than ordinary interest 
in the destinies of Kentucky. Among her earliest 
settlers were some of my particular friends and 
neighbors; and I was myself amongst the foremost 
advocates for submitting to the will of the “district,” 
the question and the time of its becoming a sepa- 
rate member of the American family. Its rapid 
growth and signal prosperity, in this character, 
have afforded me much pleasure, which is nota 
little enhanced by the enlightened patriotism which 
is now providing for the state a pian of education 
embracing every class of citizens, and every grade 
and department of knowledge. No error is more 
certain, than one proceeding from a hasty and su- 
perficial view of the subject, that the people at 
large have no interest in the establishment of acade 
mies, colleges and universities, where a few only, 


their sons the advantages of superior education.— 
It is thougbt to be unjust that all should be taxed 
for the benefit of a part, and that too the part 
least needing it. If provisions were not made, at 
the same time, for every part, the objection would 
be a natural one; but, besides the consideration, 
when the higher seminaries belong to a plan of ge- 
neral education, that it is better for the poorer 
classes to have the aid of the richer, by a general 
tax on property, than that every parent should pro- 
vide, at his own expense, for the education of his 
children, it is certain that every class is interested 
in establishments, which give to the human mind 
the highest improvements, and to every country its 
truest and most durable celebrity. 

Learned institutions ought to be favorite objects 
with every free people. They throw that light 
over the public mind, which is the best security 
against crafty and dangerous encroachments on the 
public liberty. They are nurseries of skilful teach- 
ers, for the schools distributed throughout the com 
munity. They are themselves schools for the par- 
ticular talents required for some of the public 
trusts, on the able execution of which the welfare 
of the people depends. They multiply the educat- 
ed individuals, from among whom the people may 
elect a due portion of their public agents of every 
description, more especially, of those who are to 
frame the laws, by the perspicuity, the consistency 
and the stability, as well as by the just and equal 
spirit of which the great social purposes are to be 
answered, 

Without such institutions, the more costly of 
which can scarcely be provided by individual means, 
none buta few, whose wealth enables them to sup- 
pert their sons abroad, can give them the fullest 
education; and, in proportion as this is done, the in. 
fluence is monopolized, which superior information 
every where possess. At cheaper and nearer seats 
of learning, parents, with slender incomes, may 
place their sons in a course of education putting 
them on a level with the sons of the richest; whilst 
those who are without property, or with but little, 
must be peculiarly interested in a system, which 
unites with the more learned institutions, a provi- 
sion for diffusing through the entire society, the 
education needed for the common purposes of life. 
A system comprising the learned institutions, may 
be still further recommended to the more indigent 
class of citizens; by such an arrangement as was re- 
ported tothe general assembly of Virginia in the 
year 1779, by acommittee* appointed to revise the 


*The report was made by Mr. Jefferson, Mr, Pen- 





a4 


laws, in order to adapt them to the genius of repub- 


lican government. It made a part of a “bill for 
the more general diffusion of knowledge,” that, 
wherever a youth was ascertained to possess talents, 
meriting an education which his parents could not 
afford, he should be carried forward, at the public 
expense, from seminary to seminary, to thé com- 
pletion of his education, at the highest. 


But why should it be necessary in this case to 
distinguish the society into classes according to 
their property? When it is considered that the 
establishment and endowment of academies, col- 
leges an universities, are a provision not merely for 
the existing generation, but for succeeding ones 
also; that, in governments like ours, a constant rota- 
tion of property results from the free scope to in- 
dustry and from the laws of inheritance, and when 
it is considered, moreover, how much of the exer- 
tions and privations of all are meant, not for them- 
selves, but for their posterity, there can be little 
ground for objections from any class, to plans of 
which every class must have its turn of benefit. 
The rich man, when contributing to a permanent 
plan for the education of the poor, ought to reflect 
that he is providing for that of his own descendants; 
and the poor man, who concurs in a provision for 
those who are not poor, that, at no distant day, it 
may be enjoyed by descendants from himself. It 
does not require a long life to witness these vicissi- 
tudes of fortune. 


It is among the happy peculiarities of our union, 
that the states composing it derive from their rela- 
tions to each other, and to the whole, a salutary emu- 
lation, without the enmity involved in competitions 
among states alien to each other. This emulation, 
we may perceive, is not without its influence in se- 
veral important respects; and in none ought to be 
more felt, than in the merit of diffusing the light 
and the advantages of public instruction. In the 
example, therefore, which Kentucky is presenting, 
she not only consults her own welfare, but is giving 
an impulse to many of her sisters who may be behind 
her in the noble career. 


Throughout the civilized world, nations are court- 
ing the praise of fostering science and the useful 
arts, and opening their eyes to the principles and 
the blessings of representative government. The 
American people owe it to themselves and to the 
cause of free government, to prove, by their estab- 
lishments for the advancement and diffusion of 
knowledge, that their political institutions, which 
are attracting observations from every quarter, and 
are respected as models of the new born states in 
our own hemisphere, are as favorable to the intel- 
lectual and moral improvement of man, as they are 
comfortable to his individual and social rights. 
What spectable can be more edifying or more rea- 
sonable, than that of liberty and learning, each lean- 
ing on the other for mutual and surest support? 

The committee, of which your name is the first, 
have taken a very judicious course, in endeavoring 
to avail Kentucky of the experience of elder states 


in modifying her schools. I enclose extracts from 
the laws of Virginia on that gubject, though | pre- 


sume they will give little aid; the less, as they have 
as yet been imperfectly carried into execution.— 
The states where such systems have been long in 
operation, will furnish much better answers to ma- 


ny of the inquiries stated in your circular. But 
afterall, such isthe diversity of local circumstances, 
particularly as the population varies in density and 


sparseness, that the details suited to some, may be 





(Ueton and Mr. Wythe. 


jlittle so to others. As the population, however, 
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is becoming less and less sparse, and it may be well, 

in laying the foundation of a good system, to have 

a view to this progressive change, much attention 

seems due to examples in the eastern states, where 

the people are most compact, and where there has 

been the longest experience in plans of popular 
, education. 

1 know not that I can offer, on the occasion, any 
suggestion not likely to occur to the committee.— 
Were I to hazard one, it would be in favor of add- 
ing to reading, writing and arithmetic, to which the 
instruction of the poor is commonly limited, some 
knowledge of geography, such as can easily be 
conveyed by a globe and map, and a concise geo- 
graphical grammar. And how easily and quickly 
might a general idea even be conveyed of the so- 
lar system, by the aid of a planetarian of the cheap- 
est construction. No information seems better cal- 
culated to expand the mind and gratify curiosity 
than what would thus be imparted. This is espe. 
‘cially the case with what relates to the globe we 
inhabit, the nations among which it is divided, and 
the characters and customs which distinguish them. 
An acquaintance with foreign countries in this 
mode, has a kindred effect’ with that of seeing 
them as travellers; which never fails, in uncorrupt- 
ed minds, to weaken local prejudices and enlarge 
the sphere of benevolent feelings. A knowledge 
of the globe and its various inhabitants, however 
slight, might moreover create a taste for history, an 
inexhaustible fund of entertainment and instruction. 
Any reading, not of a vicious species, must be a 
good substitue for the amusements too apt to fill 
up the leisure of the laboring classes. 

I feél myself much obliged, sir, by your expres- 
sions of personal kindness, and pray you to accept 
a return of my good wishes, with assurances of my 

eat esteem and respect. JAMES MADISON. 

P. S. On reflection, f omit the extracts from the 
Virginia laws, which, it is probable, may be within 
your reach at home. Should it be otherwise, and 
you think them worth the transmission by mail, the 
emission shall be supplied. 

W. T. Barry, Kentucky. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE REGISTER, 

Ma. Nites. The remarks in the 21st velume of 
your Reeister, on the splendid reports madc in Vir- 
ginia about their university, literary fund, &c. ap- 
peared to me correct, and I truly regretted that the 
exalted talents of the great.and good men of that 
distinguished state had been more appplied to theo- 
rizing than to acting on the most important subjects 
—and your having again lately referred to the same 
matters, I thought that I would send you the follow- 
ing facts and observations. 

From the “splendid” reports above alluded to, I 
turned my attention to my own state of Maine to see 
what had been done for the encouragementand sup- 
port of education, and could not help remarking the 
vast difference, (on paper), as to the apparent con. 
dition of the two states, and I thought that I could 
perceive an equal difference in the practical effect 
of theirsystems. Considering the great disparity be- 
tween the wealth of Maine and Virginia, a great dif. 
ference, in effect, ought to be expected and in favor 
of the latter. We have no literary fund about which 
to make areport, nora mammoth university to talk 
of—yet we have not been unmindful of literature, 
though our legislature has been more zealous to 
diffuse useful education than to rear up a few great 
literary characters. We have, however, a flourish- 
ing college, in the full tide of success, with an es- 
tableshed character, and rapidly increasing in means, 
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numbers and reputation, another has just gone into 
operation—both are under the fostering care of the 
state, and furnish ample means for the education 
of our youth. There are also from 20 to 30 acade- 
mies endowed by the state, where our children re- 
ceive the preparatory qualifications for the colleges 
—but our great efforts are directed to the common 
schools, ‘Fhe operation of our laws is silent, but 
effectual. Every town in the state is obliged to 
raise an annual tax, equal at least to forty cents on 
each of its inhabitants—and, according to the last 
census, the aggregate of this tax for the whole state 
is $119,334—-equal to the income of a capital of 
$1,955,567, at tne usual rate of interest. This tax 
is expended in the support of free schools; and, for 
the purpose of an equal participation of the benefit, 
each town* is, by law, subdivided into convenient 
school districts, and the money raised is disbursed 
among tkem in proportion to the number of youths 
between the ages of 4and 21 yearsin each. ‘These 
districts are made corporations for the purpose of 
building, furnishing and supporting school houses, 
which they are obliged to build, &c. Ata mode- 
rate calculation, there is, througout the state, one 
school house for every 200 of its inhabitauts, mak- 
ing about 1500 inthe whole. These cost frem 100 
to 500 dollars each, averaging probably one ‘inn- 
dred and fifty dollars, raised in addition to the re- 
gular school tax, and therefore make a capital of 
225,000 dollars—to this should be added the an- 
nual repairs, say. one thirtieth of the criginial cost: 
the whole expenditure, therefore, for the support 
of these common schools is equal to a capital of 
about 2,188,000° dollars. In addition, parents and 
guardians are obliged to furnish those under their 
care with such books as the superintending com- 
mittee shall direct —in default of this, the books are 
supplied and added to the tax of the delingnent, if 
he is of ability to pay. The operation of these laws 
is not considered burthensume, and its provisions 
are cheerfuily and faithfully complied with. The 
money being expended where it is raised, insures 
its careful disbursement. The law has also guard. 
ed this; for instructors are required to possess a 
competent skill to instruct youth in reading, in 
writing the English langusge grammatically, arith- 
metic, geography, &c. and it is made their duty not 
only to instruct in those branches, but to inculcate 
in their pupils good morals and decent deportment 
—to give them some knowledge of the value of our 
free government, &c. and they are liable to be dis- 
missed by the superintending committee, for in- 
capacity or negligence. One third of the whole tax 
raised is permitted to be expended in supporting 
school mistresses. These last usually keep school 
in the summer season, and instruct those whose 
labor is of little value—the masters keep in the 
winter, when there is more leisure, and larger scho- 
lars attend. The business of school keeping has 
with us, from obvious reasohsof policy, been con- 
sidered respectable—hence our instructors possess 
the proper qualifications; and, from a competition, 
arising in a measure from the respectability of the 
employment, they are procured at a moderate ex- 
pense. The support of summer schools probably 
average about eight dollars per month, and that of 
the winter schools about twenty. 

Who can calculate the moral force of this system? 

Yours respectfully, R. M. J- 

ok: Me. ) Jan. 6, 1823, 








*By which we mean a corporated district, about 


six miles square, into which the inhabited part of . 


the state is divided. 
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Public Lands. a 


Statement of nett proceeds arising from the sales of public lands, in the state of Ohio, from the Ist July, 
1802; in the state of Indiana, from the 1st December, 1816; in the state of. Illinois, trom the Ist 
January, 1819; in the state of Missouri, from the ist January, 1821; in the state of Mississippi, from 
the 1st December, 1817; and in the state of Alabama, from the Ist September 1819, up tothe dates 
herein stated. ; 
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eiiees nies Incidental and ‘ | 
which the re- surveying expen- mount of 2 
STATES. [spective statem’ts have} © 4MOUNT ses, & repay m'ts NETT per cent. on the 
been made up - RECELVED {Made toindividuy) ,wounr, |bett amount ap- 

als for lands erro- plicable to roads. | 


neously sold. 





lands sold at Cin- 

cinnati, which are 

lying in Indiana J) 
indiana, . . . . . «| 30th Sept. 1822) 2,108,336 47 92,092 98) 2,016,243 49 40,524 86 


Ohio, after deducting 
\ 30th June, 1822) 9,830,901 09} 441,585 39/9,389,315 70] 187,786 31 





Die Se ed eS is do. 274,303 45} 33,821 61] 240,481 82 4,809 63; 
ee ear a ae do. 158,207 27} 16,586 08} 141,621 19 2,832 42 
Mississippi, . . . . «| SOth June, 1822) 366,747 92) 34,628 51] 332,119 41 6,642 38! 
Alsbema wd wo eh do. 910,858 12} 60,167 12] 850,691 08] 17,013 82. 























Total, _dollls.|13,649,354 321 678,881 71112,970,47261| 259,409 42 


7 ‘he above statement has been made as far as the accounts received at this office have allowed. 
Treasury department, general land office, ¥2d January, 1823. 
JOHN M’LEAN. 











Statement of the three per cent. fund, allowed for roads, &c. within the following states, showing the 
amount received by each state, and the balance due. 





Nett amount re-} Amount of 3 per} JAmount received; Balancedae toeach} Amo’t overdrawn, 
ceived for sales of/centum on the- nett/by each state, on ac-jstate, of the 3 perjof the 3, per cent. 
public lands, as stat-‘amount spplieable|count of the 3 perjcent.fund.j fund. 

‘ed by the commis-to roads within saidjcent. fund. ! 
‘sioner of the general'states. ) F 























‘land office. | 

Ohio, . . . « | 9,389,315 70} 281,679 47 | 287,543 94 5,864 47 | 
Indiana, . . . | 2,016,243 49] 60,487 30 42,629 46 17,857 84 
Illinois, . . 240,481 82) 7,214 45 5,955 82 1 1,258 63 
Missouri, . . . 141,621 19} 4,248 64 : 4,248 64 
Mississippi. 332,119 41] 9,963 58 9,963 58 
Alabama, . . . 850,691 00} 25,520 73 1,756 00 | 2°,770 73 | 

; 








$12,970,472 61) $389,114 17 | $337,879 22 | 57,099 42 | 5,864 47 


Treasury department, register’s office, January 24, 1823. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 








Foreign Coins. f April, 1821. On the Sd March, 1821, it was further 

continued in force, to the same extent, until the 
29th April next. From assays lately made at the 
mint, the value of these coins, per ounce, has been 
ascertained to be greater than that of Spanish mil- 
led dollars, and of American silver coins. 

It is believed the acts above referred to were 
passed with little or no opposition, and that no 
complaints have been made respecting their prac- 
tical effects; and, when we take into view the in- 
creasing difficulty of fulfilling engagements by 


P = specie payments, which is the inevitable conse- 
paced S Mancaldoe teens ed ten maior meanee of the acknowledged diminution of the ag- 
That, by the act of the 59th of April, 1916, these gregate amount of our metallic medium during the 

coins were declared to be a tender for the term of CUFTEME Year, the expediency aoe tat maphcnhong 

three years; the crowns, at the rate of 117 ,° cents — five franc pieces a coger OF 8 Nrner tere, 
per oz., and the francs at the rate of 116 cents| forces itfelf upon the minds of your committee more 
per. oz. ‘The former had been made a tender by| Strongly than at any former period. 

two earlier acts, which had been allowed to expire.| It is believed that the gold coins, both foreign 

Foreign gold coins ceased to be a tender on the ist,and domestic, have been almost wholly exported. 

November, 1819; and, on the 3d March, 1819, the) They have certainly been withdrawn from circula- 

act of the 29th April, 1816, was continued in force, tion to such an extent, that some very intelligent 

50 far as related to crowns and francs, until the 29th! writers have asserted, with every probability of 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FER. 5, 1825. 

The committee, appointed on the 13th ultimo, and 
instructed, by a resolution of the house of re- 
presentatives, adopted on that day, to inquire 
into the expediency of continuing in force, for a 
further term, so much of the act, entitled ‘an 
act regulating the currency, within the United 
States, of the gold coins of Great Britain, France, 
Portugal, and Spain, and the crowns of France, 
and five franc pieces,” passed on the 29th day of 
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being correct, that there is not nowin the United 
States one gold coin for every thirty that were in 
the country five years ago. Without inquiring 
into the causes which have produced this extraor 

dinary drain, it may be added, that they have, like- 
wise, operated to rid us of American and Spanish 
milled dollars, to nearly the same extent, and have 
left in the country scarcely any of its usual metal- 
lic currency, except that which consists of the 
crowns of France, five franc pieces, and those 
silver coins which are of denominations less than a 
dollar. 

In corroboration and illustration of the foregoing 
statement, your committee beg leave to subjoin a 
few well ascertained facts: 

Theye is, and has been, for many months, an un- 
interrupted and rising demand, in your sea-port 
towns, for all descriptions of gold coins and dollars, 
for the purpose of remittances to foreign countries. 
It is well known, that the former are never wnder- 
rated in any country, whilst the Spanish milled 
dollar have a universality of circulation exceeding 
that of any othercoin. The American dollar is re- 
ceived in the East Indiés at from one and a half to 
two per cent. less than the dollar of Spain. There 
is very little foreign demand for five franc pieces, 
and none for crowns. | 

The balance of specie and bullion exported from 
the United States, during the fiscal year ending on 
the 30th September last, according to the custom- 
house entries, amounts to 7,434,634 dollars; but it 
is supposed that the law prohibiting the landirg of 
specie, without a previous entry at the custom- 
house, particularly that which comes from countries 
where’ its exportation is forbidden, is sometimes 
evaded. Whether this surmise be true, and to 
what extent, the committee will not undertake to 
say; nor does any thing beyond an allusion to it 
fall within the scope of the present inquiry. But, 
when it is recollected that the amount of specie 
exportations may also be underrated, from a portion 
of it going out of the country without entry, it re- 
quires no great stretch of credulity to believe, that 
the balance against the Wnited States for the said 
year amounts to at least six millions of doHars, 

There is no reasonable ground to suppose that 
the account current has assumed a more favorable 
aspect for the last four months; and there is less 
doubt that the said balance was made up princi- 
pally, if not altogether, of gold coins and of dollars. 

In consequence of the high rate of all foreign ex 
change, especially thatof England, which has, for a 
long time, vibrated from 10 to 12 per cent., it has 
been confidently asserted, that some of the banks in 
the largest commercial city in the union, in con- 
ducting which, great skill and foresight have ge- 
nerally been discovered, have at this time on hand 
a greater amount of crowns and five franc pieces 
than of all other descriptions of specie; and that 
none of them have much gold of any kind, and 
scarcely a single American or Spanish dollar. 

Your committee have no reason to believe that a 
better state of things exists in either of our cities, 


with the exception, perhaps, of Philadelphia, the 


proximity of whose moneyed institutions to the 
mint, affordsthem some little additional facilities in 
procuring coins in cases of emergency; and not in- 
cluding the bank of the United States, which pos- 
sesses a decided advantage over all the others, on 
account of the revenue deposites: yet, notwithstand- 
ing such an immense advantage, this bank, at one 
time, found it necessary to import quantities of 
foreign coin, specially with the view to meet any 
possible exigency which might press upon it. 


Settee 
ey 


As one among the many proofs that might be aq. 
duced to show the extent and rapidity with which 
specie has been banished from the United States, 
the committee submit a statement, which they 
think will not be contradicted, that the specie in 
the Boston banks, which, in January, 1821, appears 
to have amounted ta nearly two and a half millions 
of dollars, was, in June last, reduced to $406,275, 
It is impossible to state, with any certainty, the 
comparative extent of the whole diminution in the 
United States; but many commercial men estimate 
that about one-third of all the specie in the coun. 
try left it in the course of the last year. 

Should the act of congress, making the crowns 
and francs a lawful tender, be suffered to expire 
at this time, and any serious or large demand be 
suddenly made upon the banks, they might find it 
extremely difficult, not to say impossible, to meet 
it. Such an event would be highly injurious; and 
it might, therefore, be dangerous to degrade their 
present metallic capital. Even now, with what 
they have in their vaults, they are frequently sub. 
jected to unpleasant embarrassments in providin 
for the demands which are occasionally made from 
one commercial place on another; and, it is believ. 
ed, that, for nearly a year past, their principal sup- 
port and credit have been derived from mutual 
forbearance, superinduced by mutual wants, and a 
community of interest. 

To prove that these conjectures are not falla- 
cious, the committee will not go beyond the banks 
in the district of Columbia, under the immediate 
eye of congress. By a schedule of the situation 
of the eleven banks in this district, contained ina 
report submitted to congress in April last, it ap- 
pears, that, at that time, with capitals exceeding, 
collectively, 5,000,000 of dollars, they had an ag- 
gregate of $955,712, in notes, in circulation; and 
only $262,187, of specie, in all their vaults. 

Under the present state of the money market, 
should it long continue as it now is, a formidable 
re-action must ensue, by the depreciation of all 
property, the withdrawal from circulation of most 
of the safe paper medium, and the consequent 
‘bankruptcy of very many of our most enterpris- 
ing merchants, 

Whether banks have been productive of more 
good than evil, it is not necessary to inquire: but 
it may be stated, that they are now so completely 
fastened upon the community, and their credit is so 
intimately connected with the moneyed interests 
of the country, and any shock they might exper'- 
ence would be so severely felt,that it would seem to 
be the policy of the general government to afford 
them support, compatible with the discreet exer- 
cise of its exclusive power to regulate coins.— 
Past experience, and present exigencies, clearly 
demonstrate, that we cannot yet dispense with the 
use of foreign coins, alfhough it was confidently 
predicted, ihirty years ago, by some of our states- 
men, that their beneficial tendency would be super: 
seded, by the operations of the mint, within the 
space of three years. 

The committee are aware of the inconvenience 
of using a variety of coins, unequal in their purity; 
but cannot resist the conviction, that, as a tempo- 
rary expedient, it would be wise in congress to ex- 
tend its fostering care to the banks, by assigning 
a determinate legal value to the almost only coins 
now remaining in their vaults, 

There is another consideration, which ought, per- 
haps, to be advertedto. If the act making crowns 
and francs a tender be suffered to expire, the banks 
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a pe compelled to transport those coins to the mint, stitution. Mr. T. laid down the position that the 
eg at great expense, and some risk, for the purpose | power of the federal government had increased, was 
ad. of being converted into American coins; and when | increasing, and ought, at least, not to be extended; 
ich that shall be done, their new character would give | he argued against all measures which would have the 
es, fhem an immediate passport to Europe. The com-| effect to produce a national instead of a federated 
ey mittee, therefore, conclude, that, while it is admit; | government, and opposed the substitute because it 
in ted that the rate of exchange is heavily against us, | would tend to produce that result. He depicted 
ars the precious metals rapidly vanishing, stocks going | many of the evils which would naturally grow out 
TS abroad, property depreciating, and insolvencies | of the election of president by the house of repre- 
75, multiplying, every inducement should be held out |sentatives—the opportunity and the inducement 
the for the importation of specie and bullion, and for |which it would hold out to corruption; its bad 
he the retention of that which our capitalists now pos- | effects on the general business of legislation, and 
ate sess. ? the interests of the nation; the improper connec- 
in- The committee have prepared a bill, continuing |tioa it would create between an executive thus 
crowns and five francs a lawful tender, as hereto- | elected, and those in the legislature thus acted on. 
nS fore, until the 4th day of March, 1825, which they | The election of the executive by the legislative 
ire ask leave to report branch, even if pure, lie deprecated as an unnatural 
be and illegitimate connection of distinct powers and 
lit Treasury department, 30th January, 1823. jduties; his own amendment he thought would have 
et Sir: In reply to your letter of the 15th instant, | the effect to keep the election of president where 
nd requesiing my opinion of the expediency of pro-|the framers of the constitution designed it should 
cir longing the continuance of the mint at Philadelphia, } be, and where it ought to be—that is, in the hands 
vat { have the honor to state, that, in my opinion, a due | of the electors elected by the people, and to pre- 
1D. regard to the public interest, requires that that es- | vent almost the possibility of an election ever be- 
ng tablishment should be continued for some time |coming necessary by the the members of congress. 
7m longer at Philadelphia. i All these, and many other arguments, Mr. T. press- 
pve The present state of the currency, also, justifies | ed and illustrated with force and ingenuity. When 
p> the conclusion, that the act of the 3d of March, } he concluded-— 
lal 1821, continuing in force, for the term of two} Mr. Dickerson observed, that he was not in pos- 
la years, so much of the act of the 29th of April, |session, at this moment, of the facts and materials 
1816, as makes crowns and five franc pieces of |necessary to enable him to answer the ingenious 
la France, a legal tender in the payment of debts, /and impressive speech of Mr. 'T. now, if it should 
ks ought to be continued for a limited period. be in his power to do so at all; for he confessed that 
te I remain with respect, your most obedient ser- | the remarks of that gentleman had produced much 
On vant, WM. H. CRAWFORD. = fimpression on his mind, as they had, no doubt, done 
1a Hon. Wm. B. Rocnester, on others. He moved, for the purpose of allowing 
P° Chairman of the select committee, (2c. {time for reflection and investigation, to postpone 
B, — —-— _ — the subject to Tuesday; which motion was agreed 
8° . to; and 
id Seventeenth Congress—2nd session. | ‘rhe senate went into the consideration of execu- 
IN THE SENATE, tive business; after which — 
‘ February 7. Several petitions and reports were} They adjourned to Monday. 
: received, of no importance to notice at present. February 10. “Amongst the petitions presented 
eB osthe senate toak up for conser the bill 2 |touay was one by Mr. till, from lheutenant Ro- 
nt United States and certain British colonial ports bert F. Stockton, of the ora? late commander at 
s- This bill suspends our restrictive acts of 1818 the scuegner Danity Mame Wate Deen 
on 1820, and scobenbos a number of provisions | °°#"8° oe Die Guay, SS eepeetes 08 eee 
re owing out of the repeal of the late redbletinve fot Sdjadication, {wo Veen Se Senne can? 
it eam of Geant Britain a” regard to fo reign near sa and the Mariana Flora; that, in defending the le- 
ly course and trade with her American possessions. } gality of the captures, he has incurred great ex- 
80 After Mr. Barbour, (chairman of the committee pense, for whics be prays rye) ear ee 
is on forei n relations) had delivered a speech of ene Caxton Gtaeee 7 = Oe Ot eae ee 
-. pee: § ag ene nad Sisseutaal wiher of the thade fence of the suit in the case of the Mariana Flora, 
a re a? oo > |as may be deemed just and proper; which petition 
c. the bill was laid over till Monday. ef d . 
‘d The senate then resumed the consideration of | “°° **e**e°s : : 
‘ the proposition made by Mr. Tuylor, of Virginia, to} The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
- amend the constitution of the United States, in re- | directing the payment of the Georgia militia claims 
y gard to the election of president of the United for services rendered in the years 1792, *3 and ’4, 
e States, and the substitute offered thereto by Mr,} 4nd on the question whether the bill should be .en- 
y Dickerson, of New-Jersey. grossed and read a third time, it was decided in 
i Mr. T'aylor, of Va. rose and addressed the senate | the affirmative, as follows: 
‘ about an hour in support of his own proposition | yon or Onier Dickerson, Edwards, Elivot, Findlay, Gaillard, 
. and imopposition to the substitute. He opposed the | yolmes, of Maine, Holmes, of Miss. Joanson, of Ken. Johnson, of 
substitute, because,so far as it proposed an unifermi- ee mys King, - Fig tne ley cae Lay — 
. ty in the election of electors, by districts, throughout | {vare, Willian, of Miss. Williams,of Tenm—28. 
3 the union, it had a tendency to create an aristocra-}| NAYS.—Messrs. Boardman, Chandler, D’Wolf, Eaton, King, of 
P cy of small states; to prevent an election of president | N+ ¥- Knight, Macon, Mills, Morrill, Ruggles, Van Buren.—i1. 
'. by the electors, and to throw the election of presi-} Several bills were taken up, partially considered 
; dent into the house of representatives, where the |2#2¢ postponed to different days: and a good deal 
s small states would have an undue weight, the effect | °f Preparatory business transacted. Nothing de- 
of which might in time be to produce a revolution in | cidedly acted upon. 
our political system that would be fatal to the pre-| February 11. Several petitions were received 





sent equality assigned to the small states by the con. | and disposed of, 
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Agreeably to the notice yesterday given, Mr. | 
Smith, of Md. asked and obtained leave, and intro 
duced the following joint resolution; which was 
read and passed to a second reading: 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the Unit- 
ad States of America, in cnn asssembled, two thirds of beth 
houses concurring, That the a amendment te the constitu- 


ai. 


tion of the United States, be to the legislatures of the se- 
veral states, which, when ratified by the legislatures of three fourths 
of the states, shall be valid, to ail intents and purposes, as part of 
the said constitution: 

That congress shall have power to adopt and execute a system 
of internal improvements, confined to great national purposes. 


After disposing of a variety of matters, to be no- 
ticed hereafter— 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to regulate the commercial intercourse between 
the United States and certain British colonial ports: 
and, after some further discussion of its details, and 
some amendment thereof, the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

Considerable time was spent in considering the 
resolutian submitted by Mr. Taylor, of Va. and the 
substitute offered therefor by Mr. Dickerson, to 
which, after a short speech, Mr. Holmes submitted 
a resolution by way of amendment to the original 
motion, which was read and ordered to be printed. 

After which the senate adjourned. 

February 12, The senate was chiefly occupied 
this day on the bill to extend the charter of the 
Mechanics’ bank of Alexandria. Not decided upon. 

The engrossed bill to regulate the commercial 
intercourse between the United States and certain 
British colonial ports; and the engrossed bill for 
the relief of Eleanor Lawrence, were severally 
read the third time, passed, and sent to the house 
of representatives for concurrence. 

February 13. Several bills were partially consid- 
ered, &c. That to extend the charter of the Me- 
chanits’ bank of Alexandria, after debate, was order. 
ed to be engrossed and read a third time, as fol- 


lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barbour. Benton, Brown of Lou. Brown of Ohio, 
Chandler, D’ Wolf, Elliott, Holmes of Maine, Johnson of Ky. John- 
son of Lou. Knight, Lanman, Lloyd, Md. Lowrie, Morril, Palmer, 
Parrott, Ruggles, Seymour, Smith of Md. Smith of S. C. South- 
ard, Stokes, Thomas, Ware, Williams of Tenn.—26, 

NAYS—Messrs. Barton, Dickerson, Eaton, Findlay, Gaillard, 
Kelly, a of Alab. King of N. York, Lloyd of Mass, Macon, 
Mills, Taylor of Indiana, Taylor of Virginia, Van Buren, Van 
Dyke, Wi liams, of Miss.—16. ‘ ‘ d b 

After debate, the resolution, and its substitutes, 
to amend the constitution of the United States, as 
to the election of president, was postponed until 


Monday next. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The discussion, on Wednesday, the 5th, in re- 
lation to the suppression of a certain part of one of 
the documents, was unpleasant—perhaps, we might 
say, not creditable to every one who took a part in 
it. Theré was a good deal of personality, and consi- 
derable roughness in the remarks of. one or two of 
the members. But matters were much softened 
down -+the next day, time having been allowed for 
reflection, and a committee was appointed to make 
a further investigation of the business—though it 
appears most’ probable that no new light can be 
swed on the matter. We again express our regret 
at the course which this matter has taken, and must 


be permitted to deprecate the feeling which it has | 


excited. It is right that the affair should be rigidly 
inquired into-—-but wecannot see any possible good 
to result from the feeling manifested. There is a 
great deal of sound sense and sober discretion in 
the house of representatives; but, among so many 
persons, collected from all parts of the union, it is 
not to be wondered at that there should be some 
Hotspurs, and others, of ardent minga, who would 


ws 


Sr 


rather “chaos might come again” than that theip 
personal, private views should be defeated. The 
mere election of a private man to congress does not 
metamorphose him into a statesman. 

Friday, Feb. 7. After.other business—-Mr..Mi Coy 
from the select committee, appointed on the sub. 
ject of militia fines, (leave being granted), report. 
ed a bill vesting in the state of Virgini« the right 
of the United States to all fines assessed for the 
non-performance of militia duty during the late war 
with Great Britain, within the said state; which was 
read twice and committed. [Ordered to be engros. 
sed next day.] 

On motion of Mr. Filler, it was 


_ Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of reviving, for a limited time, the acts 
allowing pensions to the widows and erphan children of the offi- 
cers, seamen and marines, in the public and private armed ships 
of the United States during the late war with Great Britain. 


Several bills were received from the senate, re. 
ferred, &c 

A desultory debate of considerable length occur. 
red about the resolution for the distribution of the 
‘Digest of Manufactures,’ &c, It appeared to be 
admitted that the returns had been very imperfect, 
and so the abstract must needs be. [We appre. 
hended this, from the small amount of the appro. 
priation allowed for taking the census and perform- 
ing this service, as many of our readers Will recol- 
lect.] A motion was made to deposite all the co- 
pies in the library of congress—that is, to suppress 
the work. In some parts of the union it appeared 
that these matters had been pretty well attended to 
~~in others, they were almost wholly neglected, and 
from various causes. Finally, the resolution was 
laid on the table--65 to 63, 

The engrossed bill, supplementary to, and to 
amend an act, entitled “an act to regulate the col. 
lection of duties on imports and tonnage,” passed 
2d March, 1799, and to repeal an act supplemen- 
tary thereto, passed the 20th April, 1818, and for 
other purposes, was read the third time and passed. 

On the question to agree to the title of the bill, 
Mr. McLane moved to strike therefrom the words 
‘and to repeal an act supplementary thereto, pass- 
ed 20th April, 1818;”* which was determined in 
the affirmative. 

The bill was then sent to the senate for concur- 
rence. 

The house, then, in committee of the whole, re- 


ub Gieteentetiteen 


effectual protection of domestic manufactures. Mr. 
Eustis was opposed to striking out the enacting 
clause, though he was not friendly to some of the 
items in the bill. Mr. Buchanan delivered an able 
speech in favor of the bill, and then the committee 
rose, &c.; and 

The house adjourned. 

Saturday, Feb. 8. Mr. Eustis, from the select 
committee appointed to inquire whether any legis- 
lative provision was necessary in the final adjust- 
mentwf the accounts of Daniel D. Tompkins, late 
governor of the state of New York, made a report 
thereon, accompanied by a bill to provide for the 
settlement of his accounts; which bill was read 
twice, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Ran- 
kin, would, from its nature, lie on the table one day, 
by a rule of the house: 


Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to lay before the house of representatives, at the next session of 
eongress, the information heretofore requested by a resdlution of 
this house in relation to the salt springs, lead and copper mines; 








4th of Marth-next, ‘ 


sumed the consideration of the bill for the more’ 


accompanied by such other information as he may be in possessigrr | 


*This act$ expires, by its own limitation, on fhe — 
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, | | ‘whether any of them are in the employ of the ent, if 
, to the probable value of each of them, and of the ether any of them are in the employ government, if so, 
pebble each; of the extent to which they have | has their coimpensation been retained? ; ‘ 
been worked, or are susceptible of being worked; the advantages This resolution, by the rules of the house, lies on 


, ‘mity of each to navigable waters; the origin, nature and the tabl 
nd proximity of e ga ing) _ | the e one day. f Agreed tonext day]. 
} oasent, of a claims made to any of them by asians - eg The en sigs ‘ane 8 Talneiae tn tine ay of Vir- 
: panies, together with any other information deemed important by; = + sr l £ 
him, in relation to such salt springs, lead and copper mines. ginia the right of the United States to all fines 


The rule, however, being removed by unanimous 
: consent, the resolve was agreed to. 
: The Speaker communicated a letter from the se- 
cretary of the treasury, accompanying it with a 
statement in relation to the outstanding custom 
house bonds, bonds taken for duties on merchan. 
dise and debentures issued for drawback, nett 
| amount of revenue on merchandise and tonnage, 
2 &c. and a statement of the whole amount of the 


assessed for the non performance of militia duty 
during the late war with Great Britain, within said 
state,” was read a third time, pussed, and sent to the 
senate for concurrence. 

The house, in committee of the whole, resumed 
the consideration of the bill for the further protec- 
tion of domestic manufactures— 

Mr. Hardin, spoke an hour and a half against 
( nole _.. | the bill, Mr. Zod supported it in a speech of about 
unexpended balance of the sinking fund, distin-| the same length, with great enetgy and point. After 


cuishing each year since 1817, all collated within.) which thecommittee rose and the house sdilcomw 
specified periods; which letter was read, and with | 64, 


ihe statements, ordered to lic on the table. ; Tuesday, Feb. 11. 
The engrossed bill to revive and extend the time : 
allowed for the xedemption of lands sold for direct 


Mr. Newton, from the com- 
mittee of commerce, reported a bill to provide for 


sick and disabled seamen, which was read twice, 


(ax, in certain cases, was read a third time and passed. |. 2n4 committed to a committee of the whole on the 
The house resolved itself into a committee of the state of the union. 


whole, on the bill for the more effectual protection) gy 
of domestic manufactures. Mr. Cuthéert delivered which, from its nature, lies one day on the table: 


a warm speech against the bill, and Mr. Woodson |  Resoived, That the president be requested to communicate to 
supperted it, both at considerable length. When | this house a statement shewing the several classes of expenditures 


Cocke, offered the following resolution 


: made during the years 1821 and 1822, out of the contingent fund 

the committee TORS, and of the Indian department, so faras the same may be susceptible of 

The house adjourned. classification, stating particularly the amount of each species of 
Monday, Feb. 11, Thirty-seven petitions were oe nies ee vemrook ema . 

i a number of reports receiy- we 1ecessary to notice at present, 

— this.day, end P being attended to—the house, in committee of the 
Mr. Buchanan submitted the following: whole, resumed the consideration of the bill for 


Resolved, That the committee ov the judiciary be instructed to the more effectual encourag ement of domestic ma- 
inquire whether there be any, and, if any, what, crimes not now nufactures—when Messrs. Mc JVeill, of N. C. Hamil- 


vunishable by law, to which punishmentsought to beaffixed. | 49m of S.C. Wright. of Md. and Mentrom 
' In offering this resolution, Mr. Buchanan said it |,” ot, : ‘gomery, of 


. Ken, all spoke against the bill. Before the latter 
had been decided that the courts of the United} )..4 concluded, the committee rose, and the house 
States had no power to punish any act, cf — adjourned at 4 o’clock. 
how criminal in its nature unless congress have de-| “yy soy, Feb. 12. Sev 73 
| H - 12, eral reports from dif- 
clared it to be a crime, and annexed a punishment | goront committees were received ” Anan isan 
. . v ‘ . 8 
to its perpetration. Offences at the common law, | 4, Pytier, from the committee on naval affairs, 
not declared such by acts . ee aad _ a7 made a report on Rodgers’ marine rail-way, or in 
fore, not within the range of the jurisdiction of the clined plane, favorab! . ‘owe 
e to the ob 
federal courts. Congress have annexed punish- vane 2 ae eee 


it Hof with the following resolution: 
ments but toa very few crimes, and those allor an) — p,,,/ved, That the sum of fifty thousand dollars ought to be ap- 
aggravated nature. The consequence is, that a great pronsineed for the purpose of constructing 3 dock and wharves 


variety of actions, to which alhigh degree of moral | lng, rpating, Sed contracting scl of the United 
guilt is attached, and which are punished as crimes } "1.6 resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Cocke, 
at the common law, and by every state in the union, | 4, out the contingent fund of the Indian department 

may be committed with impunity on the high seas, being modified, was agreed to: : 
and in any place where congress has exclusive ju-} agp. White, of Vt. oifered a resolution which had 
risdiction, ‘To afford an example: An assault and | its object the setting aside a certain part of the 
battery, with intent to commit murder, may be product of public lands for general purposes of 
perpetrated, either on the high seas, or ina fort, | Caucation. After some remarks, it was ordered to’ 
magazine, arsenal, or dockyard, belonging to the 


Me , ch lie on the table, 
United States, and there exists no law to punis Other business being transacted, the house, in 
such an offence. 


porns a : hich committee of the whole, resumed the ager oe 
his is a palpable defect in our system, Which | o¢ she bill for the further protection of domés 
requires a remedy: and it is astonishing that none 


has ever yet beenapplied. My attention has been 

called to the subject by a distinguished profession- 

al gentleman now in this city. Mr. B. said he did 

not expect that any bill could be matured and pas- 

sed into a law at the present session. If, however, | 
the judiciary committee would take the subject into 

consideration, and report upon it to the house be. 

fore it rises, it would call public attention to it, and 

ensure the passage of a bill at an early period of 
the next congress. 


} 
' 
{ 
) 
Fy 
: 
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n 
Cc, 
manufactures. Mr. Montgomery concluded. his 
speech against the bill. He was followed by 
Messrs. Reid, of Georgia, Crudup, Rhea, and Mit- 
chell, of S. C. against, and Messrs Van Wyck, and’ 
Woodcock in support of the billy The question was 
loudly called for several times, and at last taken— 
when there appeared 51 for striking out the first 
section, (or rejecting the bill), and 77 against it. 
The committee rese, andthe house adjourned at 
about a quarter before 10 o’clock. 





The resolution was then adopted. Thursday, Feb, 13, Mr, McDuffie appeared and 
Mr. Cocie laid the following resolution on the | took hisseat. er . 
table: . Several reports were received and bills commit- 





Resolved, That the president be requested to inform this house | ted, tes 
epnae any prize agents nave pm sage th —— - _—— _ It was decided, 73 to to take up th < genere 
cit agency, and pay over all money in their : if so, who a —— > , > epee Bee ~ 
they; wh at cums relate in the bands of each unaccounted fors*P Propriation bill, A bs id deal of debate » owed 
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on different items, especially on an amendment 
proposed by Mr. T'rimd/e, to insert a clause provid- 
ing 25,000 dollars for the preservation and repair 
of the Cumberland road. Before it was decided, 
the committe rose, &v. and the house adjourned at 
half past 4 o’clock.. 





CHRONICLE. 


Execution. Aman by the name of William Gross 
was iiung for murder at Philadelphia, on Friday, last 
week. , 

Explosion. The whole number of deaths by the 
late explosion of the powder mills, at Eden Park, 
near Wilmington, heretofore noticec, was 12. All 
the wounded: have died save one. By the explo- 
sion of another mill near Lexington, Ky. one per- 
son was recently killed. 

Public spirit. Stephen Girard, esq. of Philadel- 
phia, has loaned $238,850 to the Schuylkill navi- 
gation company, to enable them to complete their 
important improvements —noble works. 

Died, on the 31st Jan. at Bethlehem, Pa. the Rev. 
John Heckewelder, aged 80 years—worn out by his 
long labors in the missionary service of the United 
Brethren, and whose goodness of heart and exten- 
sive utility have rendered his name familiar to most 
of our readers. 

The real estate of Join Jones, esq. of New York, 
was lately sold, under the hammer, in that city, 
for the sum ef three hundred and ten thousand, 
eight hundred dollars. 

Canals, It is stated that the legislature of Dela- 





ware has appropriated 25,000 dollars for the use of: 


the Chesapeake and Delaware canal company. 
This interesting work mus¢ yet, and soon, be com- 
pleted. 

Whale Oil. It is proposed to make whale oil out 
of the sturgeons that abound on Lake Superior! 

Segars. 12,478,000 were imported last year.— 
The domestic manufacture, from foreign tobacco, 
was of much greater amount. The consumption, 
of all sorts, may be about 50 millions a year. 

Baltimore inspections, for the quarter ending 31st 
December, 1822 125,544 bbls. and 11,001 half 
bbls. wheat flour; 4,324 bbls. and 314 half bbls. 
pork; 696 bbls. beef; 5,100 do. herrings; 6,158 do. 
mackerel; 461 casks flaxseed; 354 large casks and 
8,565 bbls. domestic liquors, with butter, lard, &c. 

The pirate expedition, The Norfolk Beacon of 
Monday says:-—The expedition destined to avenge 
the murder of the gallant Atten, and the multiplied 
outrages upon our lawful commerce, is under the 
orders of commodore David Porter, and consists of 
the 

Sloop of war Peacock, capt. Stephenf Cassin, 
bearing the broad pendant of the commodore, 

Schooner Shark, It. com. M. C. Perry. 

Sea Gull, (steam galliot), it. com. Wm. H. Wat- 
son. 

Decoy, (store ship), It. com. L. Kearney. 

Grey Hound, mast. com. John Porter, 

Jackall, \t. com. Thomas H. Stevens. 

Fox, \t. com, William H. Cocke. 

Wild Catz, it. com. Cha’s, W. Skinner. 

Beagle, \t. com. John T. Newton. 

Ferret, It. com. Samuel Henley. 

Terrier, it. com, Robert M. Rose. 

Weazle, lt. com. Beverly Kennon. 

Cutters—Midzge, Musquito, Sand Fly, Galley Nip- 
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Four of the small schooners dropped down from 
the navy yard on Thursday last, and anchored near 
the Flag Ship, off Fort Nelson; yesterday morn. 
ing, they were joined by the other four schoo. 
ners, and in the afternoon the Shark and the store 
ship Decoy, were towed down from the yard by the 
steam galliot Sea Gull, and all anchored near the 
Peacock. They form quite an imposing spectacle, 
and to-day or to-morrow, we shall have the pleasure 
to see them all “spread their white canvas to the 
oreeze,” and depart for the pirate coast.—Our best 
wishes go with them. 

The steam galliot is greatly improved in appear. 
ance, and performed the duty of towing’ down the 
ship and schooner ina style and with a velocity 
that augered well of her adaptation to that purpose 
in the expedition. 

The schooners mount one long gun ona pivot 
and two cannonades each, and, it is believed, will 
not, in point of sailing, dishonor the names by 
which they have been designated. 


Virginia. The legislature of this state has pas. 
sed an act granting a loan of $60,000 to complete 
the buildings of the university. 

The bill for ratifying the convention between the 
states of Kentucky and Virginia, has been at length 
finally rejected, in the legislature of the latter state, 
by the tenacity of both houses, in adhering to their 
disagreeing votes on the amendments to the bill. 

The compensation-dill has been rejected in the 
same legislature in the same manner. It passed 
both houses by great majorities. It was ina fair 
way to bloom into existence. But, alas! there came 
a frost—a chilling frost! The two houses disagreed 
about an amendment, touching the pay of a deputy 
clerk, or door-keeper, or something of that sort; 
and they adhered to their mutual disagreement. 

{[Vat. Int. 
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Satr, The effect of opening our canal naviga- 
tion on the salt trade, in the interior, is somewhat 
remarkable, as, notwithstanding the additional fa- 
cility afforded to its transportation to the west by 
the partial completion of the canal, the price of that 
necessary article has increased instead of being 
diminished on Lake Erie andthe countries border- 
ing on or connected with its waters, A Sandusky 
paper states, that, on the 20th of Nov. there were 
not thirty bushels of salt in that town: and congra- 
tulates the inhabitants on their not being totally 
dependent on New York for that article, as two 
teams, loaded with it, had just arrived trom Zanes- 
ville, with Ohio salt. Subsequent arrivals, trom 
Buffalo, had not supplied the demands of the mar- 
ket, and the price of salt had risen to $11 per bbl. 
or 2 dollars and 50 cents per bushel. These facts 
can only be accounted for, by that of the country 
which borders on the parts of the canal already 
navigable, furnishing a full market fer the consump- 
tion of the salt that has been manufactured, and 
consequently diverting the supply which formerly 
was given to the lake trade. The price of salt on 
the canal has increased, during the last season, from 
increased consumption, owing to the reduction of 
price and the extension of a market; and the quan- 
tity manufactured, and, consequently, the revenue 
derived to the state, exceeds, we are told, the pro- 
duce of any previous year. This increase must be 
progressive, and cannot be limited by causes that 
are to operate during any period that we look for- 
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